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Affairs of FRANCE: 
"d from the Errors and Partiality of New/-Writers 
and Petty-State/men, of all Sides. 


- Saturday, April 8 1704. 
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a HE General Head I am upon, is 
i the wonderful Benefit of Arbitra- 


ry Power; and methioks J need 


‘potmake anApology here,and tell theRead- 
ec again, that I do not mean the Benefit 
Site 


Subjeét ; but that I diftinguifh be- 
tween the Greatnefs of the Monarch as. a 


* King, and the Greatnefs of a Nation as a 
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People; But fuch is the Iniquity of the. 
Times, that ’tis Dangerous to walk on the 


~ Brink of a tender Point. 


I dare not fay, that all our good Friends 


- who are fo very full of the Word Arbitrary 


Government, underftand the Meaning of its 
and poffibly their want of rightly Under- 
ftanding it, may have heen the Rea/on of 
their Miftaking the juft Power of a Law- 
ful Prince, for the Real Bug-bear we {peak 
of; and the People who are of this fort, 
enerally are for allowing their Governours 
ittle or no Power at all, and perhaps in 
the end, would be for no Governours at all. 
Tam far from giving Arbitrary Power a 
Charaéter to recommend it to the Subjeét: 
But without doubt, That Prince, whole 
Defigns center in his own Projeéts, en- 
larging his Dominions, and in the Con- 
queft of his Neighbours; there is nothing 
can contribute more to this end, than a 
Defpotick Arbitrary Dominioa over his 


Subjeéts, whereby he obliges them, witl« 
out any Referve, to Comply with whatever 
he demands ; to give what he asks; to go 
where he fends; and to do what he direéts. 

When a Prince muft court his Subje&s 
to give him leave to raife an Army, and 
when that’s done, tell him when he muft 
disband them; That if he wants Money, 
muft Affemble the States of his Country, 
and not only give them good words to get 
ity and tell them what ‘tis for, but give 
them an Account how ic is expended, be-- 
fote he calls for more. The Subjeéts in 
fuch a Government are certainly Happy, 
in having their Properties and Privileges 


fecur’d ; but if I were of his Privy-Cour- 


cil, -1 would advife fuch a Prince to cor- 
tent himfelf within the Compafs of his 
own Government, and never think of Ine 
vading his Neighbours, or Increaiing his 
Dominions: For Subjeéts, who Stipulate 
with their Princes, and make Condition— 
of Government, who Claim to be Go- 
vern’d by Laws, and make thofe Laws 
themfelves; who need not pay their Mo- 
ney, but‘yhen they fee Caufe, and may re- 
fufe to pay it when demanded, without their 
Confent; fuch Subje&s will never Empt 
their Purfes upon Foreign Wars, for en- 
larging the Glory of their Sovereign. If 
K fuch 
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hes, 
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fuch People are free to Fight, or Pay, ‘it is 
always for the Defence and Security of their 
own, not for the Conquefts and Glories of 
their Prince. : 

On this {core it is, I fay, That Arbitra- 
ry Government, whether it be fuited to 
the Peoples Happinels or No, is certainly 
{uited to the Monarch’s Greatnefs, and 
that’s  vifible; that if 1 were to run thro’ 
ailthe Hiftories ot Time, till we come to 
the Ronan Empire, we can find no Prince e- 
ver Profecuced his Glory by hisArms,to any 
degree, but what had.at the fame time an 
Ablolute Government of his own Subjeds, 

On the contrary, Such Kings as being 
under Limitation a4tHome, have Attempt- 
ed any Capical Conquefts Abroad , ‘Rave 
been often Defeated ‘for-want of need:yl 
Supplies, and have been obliged to quit 
fuch Great Enterprizes, tocome Home and 
fettle the Affairs of their.own Kingdoms 3 
Charles V. Emperor of Germany,.is a Re- 
markablé Inftance of the Truth of this, 
and Hiftory is full of the like. 

“ Neéicher can I deny, but that Abfolute 
Monarchy may have fome ufeful things in 
it, with refpeét to Government in Gene- 
ral. Were Mankind but affured that all 
their Kings thould be Angels, that knew 
every thing théy ought to do, aad did e- 
very thing they knew was Juft; but till 
that Blefled Time fhall come, however well 
it may do Abroad, we defire to be excus’d 
in England, having at prefent neither Ine 
ctination nor Occafion for it 

The Arbitrary Government of theFrench, 
asis already Noted,is theGrand Foundation 
of their Prefent Grandeur, and the Depen- 
dence of the Nobiliry andGentry,upon their 
Prince, of which we have Treated already, 
if not the leaft ftep to it: Nor is it amifs 
te obferve how in former times, the want 
of this Dependence and Arbitrary Power, 
was often-times the Ruin of the Greateft 
Undertakings, even in this very Kingdom 
of France. 

And what if I fhould fav, That for want 
of this Branch of Arbitrary Power in France, 
the Proteftant Religion mifs'd of being at 
this Gay the Settled and Eftablifh’d Reli- 
gion of that Nation; the Inftance is plain: 

Henry VV. truly call’d rhe Great, the 
Grandfather ofthe Prefent King of France, 


whofe Life and Aétions will hereafter, take 


up agreat deal of Room in thefe Volumes, . 


while he was Embarra{s’d with the Catho- 
lick League, and ingag’d ina Civil War 
for his own Eitablifhment, had feveral hard 
Tasks to manage the French Gentlemen 
of hisown Party; the Stories are at large 
in Hiftory, and therefore: I fhall only give 
an Abridgment ofthe Fa&, and reter the 
Reader to the Hiftory of that Time. 
Atthe Death of Aenry the Third, who 
was Stab’d in his Tent by a Jacobin Fryer, 


the King of Navarr wassby the Right of: 


Succeffion, the next Heir, and the Mur. 
thered King had Life enough left him to 
cail hisWNobility together, and exhort them 
to Own and Acknowledge the King of 
Nava as their Rightful and Lawful King, 
ané not to Concern the Difference of 
Religion in the Difpute of their Alle. 
giance. _ 

Notwithftanding all thefe Exhortations, 
the King of Navarr found himfelf in Exe 
tream Difficulties; the Duke- de Maomtpex» 
fier made Confcience of obeying a Here- 
tick King: The Duke. D’Efpernon did not 
like his way of making War, and all the. 
Catholick Princes in the Army refuled him 
their Allegiance, but on Condition of his 
Promiling them to turn Cathofick, 

The Diftreffed Prince was fain to deat 
Politickly 5 and as his Confcience preis’d 
him on one hand, and his Crown on the 
other, neither Confented or Denied, but 
ventured on the former, and with good 
Words and half Promifes, brought them o- 
ver to Efpoufe his Party, and expect the 
reft: And in the Writing which they gave 
him, {wearing their Allegiance, they made 
him {wear to Maintain the Roman Cathoe. 
lick Religion; and all this notwithfland~ 
ing, Montieur Viliers, the Duke D’Efpere 
yom, Monheur Vitry, and abundance more 
both of the Gentry and Common Soldiers, 
lett him. 

The farther and fuller Account of which, 
Irefer the Reader for, to Sum. Davila’s Hin 
ftory of the Civil Wars of France, lib. 1c. 
fol. 408, 409, 410, 411. ° 

Atter this, when the King had maintain- 
ed the War fome Years, with great Ex- 
pence af Blood, and the Catholick Nobi- 
lity found him ftill delaying his Conyertion, 

as 


him: no longer, 
fier, who lay ill of wounds 
: is Caule, fent him word that 
he Princes were ready to forfake him, 
hat he himfelf, tho’ he did it with 
Grief of Heart, would not be the laft to 
fave his Soul, Duvil. lib. 13. fol. 612. - 
The King thus ee by < perm 
— ebeys his Sudjeéts, an nges his Religi- 
Spee rye Soba been the 
- Mode, Had Pafhve Obedience been the 
Stated Doétrine of the Catholick Church, 


on; The French:Gentry had never Mur- 
_ mured at their Prince, but had Obeyed 
_ without referve, andthe Proteftant Reli- 
gion had been the Eftablifh’d Profeffion of 
the Gallican Church. 

As want of Arbitrary Power hindred the 
Settlement of France in a Race of. Prote- 
~ ftant Kings; fo Arbitrary Power. obtain’d 

afterward, Un-Church'd the whole Body 
of the Proteftants, and in a manner root- 
ed the Name of a Augonot out of the 

_ Kingdom. ; 
~All thefe things ftill concurr in ad- 
vancing the French Greatneis; and I mult 
take leave to differ from thofe Gentle- 
men who have Written fo Learnedly upon 
the Matter, of the King of France Banith- 
ing, his Proteftant Subjeéts; I allow the 
Barbarity, the Jnjuftice, and Inhumanity of 
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- ApviceE from the 
# “TITHE Society was in hopes to have 
Z fome Reft from the Fatigues gi- 
- _-ven them by the New(-writers, and after 
* giving them fair Notice,and a full Month to 
- 


; _ King: Henry had never chang’d his Religi-- 


NOt agree as to the Imprudence of it. ——_ 

T willingly agree with thofe: Notions of 
Government that tell us, the Multitude of 
People are the Strength of a Kingdom, 
and the Sinews of Trade. lagree that 
in fending away 3cocoo Hugonots he fill’d 
his Neighbours with much of the Wealth 
ef his own Country, and I may fay, with 
fome of the Poverty of it too: Tallow that 
he found Thoufands of them with Arms in 
their hands, ftrengthening the’Forces of 
his Enemies, and inet them in-the Field 
again, upon all _Occafions. 

But the King of France cou’d not but 
know, that twas better for hint-to fee em: 
in his Enemies ArmiesAbroad,than to bein 
apprehentions of them in greater Bodies 
in his own Dominions, ; 

If we allow the King of: France to fore- 
know his own Defigns, with what Abfolute 
Dominion he purpofed to Rule his Sub- 
jeéts at Home, and with what Vigour In- 
vade his Neighbours Abroad: You muft 
at the fame time believe he alfo forefaw,. 
that it would be very often in the Power 
of the Augonots to Embroil him at Home, 
and that back’d-by the Affiftance of thofe. 
Foreign Powers, with whom he was to be 
Engaged Abroad, they would be able at 
any Time, to impofe Conditions on him, 
and check that Arbitrary Abfolute Go-. 
vernment, which he refoly’d to maintain. 


Mercure Scandale : 
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Scandalous Ci up: 


receive their Papers, and correét their Mi- 
ftakes too 3 expected they would have been 
careful, and taken the “Conditions offered 


them; but-this Month of Recefs ‘oa 


-' were Romanifts, bee wes Site 
_ with them in their Sufferings; but I can- _ 


‘hu'd the Minutes of the Society with the 
Clamour of the People, that they have 
been oblig’d to promile if the Newf-wri- 
ters do not both review their paft Errors, 
and promite toavoid the like for the future, 
in EightDays more,the World fhall have yet 
a more particular Account of their Scanda- 
lous Publications than hitherto has been 
done = 

The Society has had a ftrange Clamour 
about their Ears thisWeek by the Poor,con- 
cerning the Price of Coals; and one bolder 
than the reft, cold the Club, if they would 
not pafs fome Cenfure about it, they would 
Mob ’em, and pull the Houle down. 

This put the Society to fome Perplexity, 
being loth to be infulted; fo they delired 
time to fendMeflengers the nextMorning to 
Billinfgate to underitand the meaning ot it: 
This Favour being obtain’d,and the Crowd 
difmifs'd for the prefent, the Meflengers 
being return’d, broughta lamentable Ac- 
count, that there was fad and bloody News 
come to Town, ofa greatFleet of Colliers 
whocame out of Newcaftle before the Con- 
voys, and were ruin’d by the Freneb Priva- 
teers, and that was the reafon. 

The Society call’d for the Newf-papers, 
and found there was nothing of it to be 
tound there, upon which they concluded it 
was a Story contriv’d on purpofe. At lait 
a certain Lighter-Man came and told the 
Society there was fomething in it, and fome 
{mall Damage was done, but nothing con- 
fiderable.: But his Mafter had made the 
Letters be written meerly to raife the Price 
of Coals, he having a great Stock by him. 

This appear’d {o villainous.and {canda- 
lous, that it made the Society come to the 
following, Relolutions. 

I. ‘Retolved that if the Fleet of Colliers 
came out of Neweaftle without Convoy, 
when they might have had a Convoy for 
ftaying for it, it was their Faults, and they 
ought to loie their Ships, and ny body will 
pity them. 

II. If there was no Convoy appointed 
them, they are to be blam’d that ought to 
have done it. 

{ll. If the Convoy was appointed but 
neglected ir, they ought to be hang’d that 
are guilty. 


Iv. Uf either o» 
yet there was no 
the Price of Coals 


they are, to rai Goa! 
Scandal to this Nation, and a Reg 
the Laws as deficient, in not alce 
Punifhment for {uch a publick Milchief. — 

Thefe Refolutions gave thz Peuple Sa 
faétion, and away they went in Queft 
the Lighter-Man. © 4 

Dvyertifements aretaken in by .Marrbews, ? 
A in Pilkington-Cours in ee gh 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 3a 
Books Printed and Sold by feffery Wale, at 
the Angel in St. Pawl’s-Church-Tard, “4 
ILRI Cl. Andree Tacquett Elementa Geometria 

a Guil, Whifom, 8¥O. ~— Geo, Baglin 
Praxis Medica, ad prifcam obfervandi rationem re= 
vocunda, Libri duo, 8yO, —— Epigrammatum 
Delefus ex omnibus tum Ucteribus tum Recentiori- 
bus, uccerraté decerptus; quibus bac fexta Editione 
Subjungitur alterius Delettas Specimen ex nuperis 
maximé Poets ab elettoribus pratermiffis. In 
ufum Schole Ztenenfis, 12°. 

Uft Publith’d, The Prefent State of the 
a) Univerfe; or, An Account of the Rife, 

irths, Names, Matches, Children,éc, of all 
the prefentChietPrinces of theWorld : Their 
Coats of Arms, Motto’s, Devices, Liveries, 
Keligions and Languages: Their Chief 
Towns, Seats of Pleature, Revenues, Power, 
Strength, Styles and Titles, or Appellations; 
With tome Computation of the Fouls and 
Inhabitants of cach Country ; the various 
Bearings of their Ships at Sea; and other 
remarkable things in their Dominions. Allo 
an Account of the Common-wealths rela- 
ting tothe fame Heads. The 4th Edition, 
continued and enlarged with feveral Eftignes, 
and their Territories which are diftant from 
them in other Bees in the World. Sold by 
¥. Nutt, near Stationers-Hall. priceas, 6d 

A Step to the Lobby. price 64. 

444 A Doctor in Phyfick Cures all the 
Degrecs and Indifpofitions in Venereal Pere ~ 
fons, by a moft eafie, fafe, and expeditious 
Method 3, and of whom any Perfon may 
have Advice, and a perfect Cure, Ict his on 
her Difcafe be of the longeft Date: He like- 
wife gives his Advice in all Difeafes, and 
prefcribes a Cure. Dr, HARBOROUGH, (a 
Graduate Phyfician ) in Great Knight-Rides- 
Street, near Doétors Commons, 
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